
• Who called in your locates?

• Do you have a copy of the locate ticket 

• Have you waited 2 full business days?

• You should look at the excavation area  
to see if the locates make sense.

• Does the crew know what safe 
excavation techniques are?

• Has the crew been provided with the 
appropriate tools to excavate safely?

• Do you understand what a tolerance  
zone is?

• Call 911 if a gas line is hit and then call 
the utility owner.

• Bring it to the foreman’s attention if you 
even nick a line.

SAFE EXCAVATION -
IT’S EVERYONE’S JOB

BEFORE EVERY EXCAVATION, 
USE THIS CHECKLIST



TOLERANCE ZONE

OUNC Uniform Color Code
UNDERGROUND FACILITIES SHALL BE MARKED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATED COLOR CODE (AS PER
OAR 952-001-0070 (8)

OAR 952-001-0010 (25) “Tolerance Zone” means the area within 24 inches 
surrounding the outside dimensions of all sides of an underground facility. 
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Tolerance Zone Example  
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RED
YELLOW

ORANGE

PURPLE
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GREEN

Electric Power Lines, Cables, 
Conduit, and Lighting Cables
Gas, Oil, Steam, Petroleum, or 
Gaseous Materials

Communication, Alarm or Signal 
Lines, Cables or Conduit, and Fiber

Slurry, Irrigation, and Reclaimed 
Water

Potable Water

Sewers, Drainage Facilities or 
other Drain Lines

Temporary Survey Markings

WHITE
Pre-Marking of the Outer Limits of the Proposed 
Excavation or Marking the Centerline and Width of 
Proposed Lineal Installations of Buried Facilities


