OAR/ORS Committee Minutes September 13, 2017
Held at the Oregon Public Utility Commission
Board Members attending: Micah Brown, Lori Koho and Mitch Bughelea.
Guests Attending: Jarrod Morrison, and Steve Rose.
Agenda
1. Announcements and Introductions
a. Micah Brown called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m. and
introductions were made.
b. Micah moved to accept the minutes and Mitch seconded the
motion. The minutes were accepted.
2. Chair Statement
a. None
3. OAR Committee Items
a. Reasonable Accuracy Zone (Tolerance Zone)
i. Micah briefed the committee on the latest board
engagement concerning tolerance zone or the
proposed amendment to OAR. Micah further stated
that the board’s consensus was that there could be
some confusion if the “Reasonable Accuracy Zone”
language changed to “all” sides of the facility instead
of “both” when excavators were to pothole for
utilities. The board mentioned a possible FAQ and
Micah stated that he would take the idea back to
committee for discussion. After discussing in
committee it was decided that there should not be any
confusion as to the accuracy zone whether its states
“both” sides or “all” as the definition currently

requires excavators to locate the exact location of the
underground facility when excavation is to be made
within the reasonable accuracy zone. Micah will take
this back to the board once again and get a final vote
as to whether the committee moves forward with this
amendment.
b. Due Date Exemption
i. Micah had brought to the committee’s attention that
while briefing the board on the decision to table the
exemption to the two business days during the last
OAR meeting, there was push back and a dissuasion
concerning the need for it in a minimal capacity.
Micah drafted and proposed language (see
attachment 1) to the committee that would to provide
exception if there was an agreement made between
the excavator and the operator. Lori stated that
having such an exception impedes the rules ability to
extend rule as many parties can say they had an
agreement. Lori recommended agreement should be
documented. The committee agreed that some form of
documentation was needed to effectively allow
exception. Micah amended the language (see
attachment 1) during committee and is going to
present to the board.
4. Old Business
a. None
5. New Business
a. Jarrod had brought proposed language for pre-survey locate
requests covering large areas. Currently there is no limit to
how large of an area a caller can stipulate when requesting
design locates, nor is there any rule requiring designers to
communicate a marking schedule with operators when
design locates span over large enough areas that inhibit an

operators ability to mark within the required time frame.
The language Jarrod proposed (see attachment 2) was taken
from the large project language in OAR 952-001-0050 with
minor adjustments. The committee agreed that there should
be similar requirements for large design projects and reflect
in OAR 952-001-080. Micah stated that he would present
this to the board at the next meeting.
6. For the Good of the Order
a. None
Micah adjourned the meeting at 3:30 pm

